Chapter 1 : Europeans in the settlement of the world
Irish emigration during the XIXth century – case study

	Doc 1a : The Great Famine 
The Great Famine in Ireland was a period of mass starvation, disease and emigration between 1845 and 1852. It is also known, mostly outside Ireland, as the Irish Potato Famine. During the famine approximately 1 million people died and a million more emigrated from Ireland, HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Famine_(Ireland)" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTERoss2002226-3"  causing the island's population to fall by between 20% and 25%. The proximate cause of famine was a potato disease commonly known as potato blight. HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Famine_(Ireland)" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTE.C3.93_Gr.C3.A1da20027-5"  Although blight ravaged potato crops throughout Europe during the 1840s, the impact and human cost in Ireland — where one-third of the population was entirely dependent on the potato for food.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Famine_(Ireland))
	Doc 1b : Irish poor men in Skibbereen
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Skibbereen (west Cork Ireland) – 1847 – James Mahony

	Doc 2 : A letter from Wisconsin

In 1850 an Irish settler who had been living in Wisconsin for twelve months wrote a letter to The Times in London (14th May, 1850)

I am exceedingly well pleased at coming to this land of plenty. On arrival I purchased 120 acres of land at $5 an acre. You must bear in mind that I have purchased the land out, and it is to me and mine an "estate for ever", without a landlord, an agent or tax-gatherer to trouble me. I would advise all my friends to quit Ireland - the country most dear to me ; as long as they remain in it they will be in bondage and misery. What you labour for is sweetened by contentment and happiness; there is no failure in the potato crop, and you can grow every crop you wish, without manuring the land during life. You need not mind feeding pigs, but let them into the woods and they will feed themselves, until you want to make bacon of them. I shudder when I think that starvation prevails to such an extent in poor Ireland. After supplying the entire population of America, there would still be as much corn and provisions left us would supply the world, for there is no limit to cultivation or end to land. Here the meanest labourer has beef and mutton, with bread, bacon, tea, coffee, sugar and even pies, the whole year round - every day here is as good as Christmas day in Ireland.
 (http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAEireland.htm)
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	Doc 3 : Eviction of farmers in western Ireland in 1881

The eviction of farmers, by Protestant landlords, protected by the police, is a famous topic illustrated by the newspapers at this period.

During the years 1845 – 1849, according to the calculations, 500 000 people were evicted The farms having less than 5 hectares represented 45% of all the farms in 1841 and only 15% 10 years later.




	Doc 4 : Map of the evolution of the population distribution in Ireland during the Great Famine[image: image3.jpg]Py .Belfast
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	Doc 5 : Map of the Irish diaspora by 1900
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	Doc 6 :

Welcome to all !

J Keppler,Puck (april the 28th 1880), caricature



	Doc 7 : Irish : a major constituent of European immigration in the United States
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	Doc 8 : Irish : a mass emigration to the United States

millions

Population of Ireland
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	Doc 9 : Shanties of Bayard Street in New York
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Jacob Riis’s photography – 1889


	Doc 10 : Caricature supporting the Know Nothing Party
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In the middle of the XIXth century, Irish immigrants are the object of xenophobic reactions from the Know Nothing Party, a movement for the defense of the natives opposed to immigration.

The Irish man to the left of the German carries a ballot box




1) What were the reasons for the Irish immigration ? (doc 1 ; 3 + knowledge)

2) What were the demographic consequences for Ireland ? (doc 4 ; 8)

3) Where did Irish emigrants go to ? (doc 5)

4) Why was the United States the first host country for Irish migrants ? (doc 2 ; 6)

5) What is the impact of the Irish immigrant population on the United States ? (doc 7)

6) How were migrants to the United States welcomed and integrated ? ( doc 2 ; 6 ; 9 ; 10)

Internet sources :

· http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAEireland.htm
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_diaspora 

1

