Studying Athenian democracy by the arts and the Parthenon frieze

Activity 1 :
1) Location in Greece and in the timeline
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	In 480 BC, the Persians destroyed Athens. 
Pericles decided to reconstruct every building on the Acropolis. 
The Parthenon (temple dedicated to Athena) was built between 447 and 432 BC…



	- What is the Acropolis? 
- Where is it located? 

- What is the Parthenon? Why is it considered as “the most impressive monument” there? 
- When was it built?
- Give the name of another famous monument of the Acropolis?



2) The Parthenon 
	“Pericles boldly suggested to the people projects for great constructions, and designs for works which would call many arts into play and involve long periods of time. The materials to be used were stone, bronze, ivory, gold, ebony and cypress-wood. And since particular art, like a general with the army under his separate command, kept its own crowd of unskilled and untrained workers, the city’s great abundance was distributed by such demands. So then the works arose, no less impressive in their grandeur than inimitable in the grace of their outlines, since the workmen eagerly strove to surpass themselves in the beauty of their handicraft. And yet the most wonderful thing about them was the speed with which they rose. […] For this reason are the works of Pericles all more to be wondered at that they were created in a short time for all time...”

Plutarch, Life of Pericles, XII-XIII, 2nd century AD


	· Seven centuries later, how did Plutarch describe the reconstructions on the Acropolis? 
· What kind of materials and workers were employed in the rebuilding of the monuments?

· How long did it take to rebuild all of them?


	Vocabulary :

Boldly / boldness : with assurance

Ebony : an African dark wood

A skilled worker : qualified

Eagerly strove : who did his best

A wood-cutter

A stone-cutter

A mason


	3) The Parthenon frieze: an artistic and historical ancient Greek heritage
On the outer side of the inner-wall, a 160 meter long frieze in low-relief was designed by Phidias and executed by several sculptors from 443 to 438. 

It represents the Great Panathenaia, the famous festival organized every 4 year to celebrate the goddess.
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	The East side of the frieze 250 x 110 cm
On the left:

The offering of the peplos by a magistrate and a child. 

On the right:

Athena and Hephaistos
	North side
Reconstitution with colors to distinguish the missing parts in the Athens’s Museum


· What kind of sculpture is it and where was it located on the monument?

· What categories of citizens are shown on the procession?
· What is the meaning of the scene shown on the East side of the frieze?

· Which important categories are missing?
· How is the frieze exhibited in Athens?
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