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He was born in North Dakota (USA) and grew up 
as an only child. His parents, Louis and Ruth 
Rosenquist are of Swedish descent. His mother, 
who was also a painter, encouraged her son to 
have an artistic interest. Rosenquist studied 
painting at the University of Minnesota from 
1952 to 1954. In 1955, at the age of 21, he 
moved to New York City. From 1957 to 1960, he 
earned his living as a billboard painter. This was 
perfect training, as it turned out, for an artist 
about to explode onto the pop art scene. Like 
other pop artists (Andy Warhol, for example) ,  

Rosenquist adapted the visual language of 
advertising and pop culture to the context of 
fine art. 
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