
How to set up a wood workshop in a way that inspires 
and encourages productivity? 

 
Adapted from : https://www.instructables.com/Setting-Up-a-Workshop/ 
 
 
 
 

1. The machines should be spaced a minimum of 3 feet apart.  
 

2. Machines should be placed so as not to impede traffic flow. 
 

3. Material, both raw lumber and finished goods, needs to be 
moved into and out of the shop. 
 

4. Provide a large door or a window for this. 
 

5. Machines used in a sequence should be placed close together.  
 

6. Proper lighting in a workshop is very important and natural 
ambient light or sunlight is ideal.  
 

7. Place machines or workbenches so that bright sunlight will not 
shine directly into your eyes.  
 

8. A general floor plan for your workshop should be drawn up.  
 

9. If you have a large space available to you, plan for future 
additional equipment.  
 

10. A lumber storage area is important, and can be either 
situated in the workshop or outside.. 

 


